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HISTORIC DATES IN EGYPT FROM THE 1ST CENTURY 

A.D. TO THE ARAB CONQUEST IN 640 A.D. 

YEARS 
50-58 
or in 62 

180 

Beginning 
of 3rd Cent. 

250 

' 284 

285 

303 

323 

330 

350 

391 

431 

451 

518-538

543 

616 

628 

639 

According to tradition St. Mark visited Alexandria, 
and the See of Alexandria claims him as its 
founder and first bishop. 

Catechetical School of Alexandria founded by 
Pantaenus who was succeeded by Clement of 
Alexandria some time before 200. 

Coptic script (Greek alphabet + 6 characters from 
the Demotic writing) now replaces the Demotic, 
and a Coptic Version of the Holy Scriptures is 
made. 

Persecution of the Christians under the Emperor 
Decius. St. Paul the first anchorite retires to 
the desert. 

Diocletian chosen as Roman Emperor. This year 
marks the beginning of the Coptic Era of the 
Martyrs. 

St. Antony settles as an anchorite in the Eastern 
Desert. 

Beginning of the Persecution of the Christians 
by Diocletian at the instigation of Galerius. 

St. Pachomius founds the first coenobitic monas­
tery at Tabennesis (modern Denderah). 

St. Macarius the Great settles in Scetis in the 
Wes tern Desert. 

St. Athanasius consecrates Frumentius bishop 
of Axum. The Church of Ethiopia is thus a 
daughter church of the See of Alexandria. 

The Serapeum at Alexandria destroyed by the 
Christians at the instigation of the Patriarch 
Theophilus. 

3rd Oecumenical Council at which St. Cyril, Pa­
triarch of Alexandria, secures the excommuni­
cation of Nestorius. 

4th Oecumenical Council at which the See of Alex­
andria separates from the Sees of Rome and 
Constantinople. 

Sojourn of St. Severus, Patriarch of Antioch, in 
Egypt. At this time the union of the Sees of 
Alexandria and Antioch was effected. 

The Blemmyes expelled from the Island of Philae. 

The Persians invade and col\quer Egypt.

The Persians evacuate Egypt. 

Egypt invaded and conquered by the Arabs under 
'Amr ibn al-'As. 

IMPRIMERIE DES EDITIONS UNIVERSITAIBES D'EGYl'TE 

LE CAIRE 
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